
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 111th

 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S209 

Vol. 156 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2010 No. 10 

Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
JEANNE SHAHEEN, a Senator from the 
State of New Hampshire. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, the 

Author and Giver of all good things, 
nourish our Senators with Your good-
ness that they may produce the fruits 
of exemplary works that honor Your 
Name. Lead them by their setbacks 
and victories into a deeper knowledge 
of Your plans and purposes for this 
land we love. Give them light for their 
darkness and strength for every aspira-
tion that seeks to glorify Your Name. 
May the knowledge of Your redeeming 
providence be a lamp illuminating the 
way ahead. Lord, strengthen them by 
Your spirit, using them as channels for 
Your coming kingdom. Make them 
positive people who are expectant of 
Your best for our Nation and world. 

We pray in Your powerful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN led 

the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 26, 2010. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN, a 
Senator from the State of New Hampshire, 
to perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing leader remarks, the Senate will 
resume consideration of H.J. Res. 45, a 
joint resolution increasing the statu-
tory limit on the debt. The time until 
11:30 a.m. will be equally divided and 
controlled between the two leaders or 
their designees. At 11:30 a.m., the Sen-
ate will proceed to a series of two roll-
call votes. Those votes will be in rela-
tion to the Baucus amendment No. 3300 
regarding a Social Security exemption, 
to be followed by a vote on the Conrad 
amendment No. 3302 regarding a fiscal 
task force. The Senate will recess from 
12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. today for the 
weekly caucus luncheons. 

We are operating under an agreement 
that limits amendments to the debt 
limit resolution, and only a few amend-
ments remain in order. I encourage 
Senators with amendments on the list 
to come to the floor to offer their 
amendments if they would like their 
amendments to be considered. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Madam President, with respect to the 

time under my control for debate with 
respect to the Baucus and Conrad 
amendments to H.J. Res. 45, I ask 
unanimous consent that the time be 
provided to Senators BAUCUS and 
CONRAD and that they equally divide 
and control this time that was under 
my designation. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

IRAN SANCTIONS ACT 

Mr. REID. Madam President, at the 
end of last December, I made a com-
mitment to bring S. 2799, the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions Account-
ability and Divestment Act, to the 
Senate floor. This critical legislation 
would impose new sanctions on Iran’s 
refined petroleum sector and tighten 
existing U.N. sanctions. The act will 
create pressure on the Iranian regime 
and help stop Iran from acquiring a nu-
clear weapon. I thank Senator DODD, 
Senator KERRY, and many other Sen-
ators for their hard work. 

I have had conversations with the 
distinguished Republican leader. We 
are committed to finding a time to do 
this legislation. This is going to be a 
piece of legislation dealing with just 
this narrow issue. We cannot get into 
foreign aid and all those other things. 
I am reaching out to my Republican 
colleagues to help me find a path to get 
that done in the next few weeks. We 
started this session by working on im-
portant legislation to prevent the Fed-
eral Government from defaulting on its 
obligations, including my amendment 
to put in place strict statutory require-
ments that will ensure the cost of any 
new spending or tax cuts will not in-
crease our deficit. But everyone should 
know that I am looking forward to 
moving on the Iran Sanctions Act, as I 
have indicated, but we are going to 
need some cooperation to get this leg-
islation done. I had a conversation 
with the Republican leader yesterday, 
and it is our goal to finish the legisla-
tion on the debt limit quickly. Hope-
fully, we can do that and maybe the 
Bernanke nomination by Thursday or 
Friday. 

The Republicans have scheduled a re-
treat. We are going to have one next 
week. When this was scheduled, no one 
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knew when the President was going to 
give his State of the Union Message. 
But it happens it is on tomorrow. So 
we have the State of the Union tomor-
row night. We have the retreat tomor-
row. We are not going to have any leg-
islative issues here unless the Repub-
licans have agreed. We are not going to 
interfere in any way with their retreat. 
These are extremely important. The 
two caucuses can move alone and not 
be bothered by other things. It is very 
important. We are going to do the same 
next week. I think what we have done 
in the last year or so has been impor-
tant. We used to do these retreats on 
Fridays, but with schedules such as 
they are, not many people showed up, 
or not as many as we wanted. With the 
new schedule of having votes on Tues-
day and Thursday, in fact, it causes 
people to want to be here on Wednes-
day. 

I look forward to working with the 
Republican leader and others in coming 
up with a glidepath to finishing these 
matters as quickly as we can. By vir-
tue of some cloture motions I filed, we 
are scheduled for votes in the morning. 
I want to do everything I can to avoid 
that and will maybe put those over 
until Thursday or maybe try to get rid 
of those votes today would be the best 
thing we could do. 

I am happy to yield to my friend the 
Republican leader. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
a year ago this week, millions of Amer-
icans were looking to Washington with 
the hope that always comes with a new 
beginning. In the midst of a terrible 
economic downturn, a new President 
was vowing to meet our problems head- 
on. Americans hoped for every success, 
but in the 12 months that have passed 
since then, Americans have not seen 
the improvements they were hoping 
for. Far from it. Since last January, 
nearly 3.5 million Americans have lost 
their jobs and nearly 3 million have 
lost their homes. Americans are still 
struggling, and they are looking to 
Washington for the policies that will 
right our economic ship. 

To their credit, the President and his 
allies in Congress tried to do some-
thing about our economic situation. 
Unfortunately, their policies missed 
the mark, and 2009 was another very 
difficult year. Americans waited pa-
tiently for the administration and Con-
gress to implement policies that would 
create the conditions for creating jobs, 
growing businesses, and helping strug-
gling middle-class families weather the 
recession. Instead, they got policies 
that vastly increased government 
spending and put a crushing amount of 

debt onto the Federal credit card. Then 
Americans looked on in disbelief as the 
administration spent almost an entire 
year—an entire year—pursuing a 
closed-door, partisan health care plan 
that would have raised their taxes and 
their health insurance premiums and 
slashed Medicare for seniors in the 
middle of a recession. 

By the time November came around, 
Americans had clearly run out of pa-
tience—not with the President, whom 
they like, but with the administra-
tion’s policies. They rejected a trillion- 
dollar stimulus bill that was supposed 
to stop unemployment at 8 percent but 
did not. They rejected a budget that 
will double the national debt in 5 years 
and triple it in 10. And they rejected a 
health care plan that would have led to 
higher costs, lower quality, and mas-
sive new government spending. The 
American people have spoken clearly. 
They want a new policy direction. 

This is why some of the comments we 
have been hearing in the administra-
tion about its plans for the year ahead 
are so distressing. The lesson of the 
last year should be crystal clear: Amer-
icans are not happy with the adminis-
tration’s approach. They are tired of 
the spending, debt, and government 
takeovers. They want a step-by-step 
approach to our problems, not grand 
government experiments and schemes. 
Yet some in the administration seem 
to believe that the message of Virginia, 
New Jersey, and Massachusetts is 
something entirely different. They 
seem to think the voters are frustrated 
at nothing in particular, that they are 
just angry in general. The proper re-
sponse to these elections, the adminis-
tration seems to think, is to retool its 
message to make people believe it is 
finding new ways to help the economy, 
even as it continues to pursue the 
exact same policies as before. One of 
the President’s top advisers insisted 
over the weekend, for example, that 
the administration will continue to 
pursue its plan for health care even as 
it works to retool its message on the 
economy. This is a clear sign that the 
administration has not gotten the mes-
sage; that it has become too attached 
to its own pet goals; that it is stuck in 
neutral when the American people are 
asking it to change direction. And then 
the administration said over the week-
end that Americans will not know 
what is in the Democratic plan for 
health care unless and until it is 
passed. That is precisely the problem. 
Americans do not want to have to 
learn about what politicians in Wash-
ington are doing to their health care 
after the fact. They want to know the 
details before the changes are ap-
proved, not later. 

Americans are not frustrated in gen-
eral; they are frustrated with an ad-
ministration that insists on taking 
them in a direction they do not want 
to go and which does not seem to be in-
terested in acknowledging the direc-
tion in which Americans actually want 
to go. 

These are some of the signs that the 
administration has not gotten the mes-
sage. But it is not too late. Tomorrow 
night, the President will deliver his 
State of the Union Address. It is my 
hope that he deals not in a retooled 
message but in a changed direction and 
that he advances it with the same kind 
of enthusiasm and intensity that he at-
tempted to advance his health care 
plan. 

Here are some of the things the 
President could do tomorrow night: 

First, put the 2,700-page Democratic 
health care bill on the shelf and leave 
it there. The best first step we could 
take in righting our economic ship is 
to take this job-killing and tax-in-
creasing monstrosity off the table once 
and for all and move toward the kind of 
step-by-step approach Americans real-
ly want. 

Second, declare that taxes will not go 
up at the end of the year as scheduled 
for millions of American families and 
businesses. Even some Democrats are 
calling on the President to do this. 
Struggling small businesses are asking 
themselves whether they can hire new 
workers. The prospect of a massive tax 
hike makes it far less likely that they 
will. 

Third, return unused TARP money 
and put it toward paying down the def-
icit. Taxpayers who bailed out the 
banks last year are wondering why 
their money is still laying around 
unspent. Money that has come back to 
the Treasury should be used to pay 
down the deficit, not used on new 
spending programs. 

Fourth, job programs. The stimulus 
was sold to the public on the promise 
that it would hold unemployment at 8 
percent. A year later, unemployment is 
at 10 percent, its highest level in a 
quarter century. At a time of trillion- 
dollar deficits, the President should di-
rect unspent stimulus funds to pay 
down our debts right now, rather than 
have the money spent on questionable 
projects 9 years down the road. 

Fifth, no more debt. Later this week, 
the administration, with an assist from 
Democrats in Congress, plans to in-
crease the amount of money available 
on the Federal credit card by nearly $2 
trillion. In other words, they want to 
increase the amount of money we can 
borrow by an amount equivalent to 
what it cost to pay for the entire Fed-
eral budget 10 years ago. 

Sixth, explain to the American peo-
ple how the Federal Government will 
end its ownership of auto companies, 
insurance companies, and banks. Amer-
icans do not think the U.S. Govern-
ment should be one of the largest 
shareholders of GM, Chrysler, and AIG. 

Seventh, energy. Nuclear power is 
one of the cleanest, most efficient 
sources of energy. The President 
should commit to expanding it. Until 
these clean green sites are up and run-
ning, he should allow the States to 
drill for oil and natural gas off their 
shores, if they want to. 

These are just a few concrete things 
the President could do to show the 
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